NEWSLETTER 


FREE THE FIVE 


DEFENSE 


On Ja.n. 20tih/83, 2 woinsn & 3 men weir© ambushed on the Sc^uanuLsh highway by 
the combined forces of every law enforcement agency in the province. SWAT 
squads in full camouflage with riot gear, gas masks, & bullet-proof vests,came 
storming out of the hills & ditches to smash & teargas their way into the 
vehicle with the 5 in it. They were dragged through the broken glass & forced 
to the ground with guns on their heads & bellies. Julie Belmas, Ann Hansen, 
Gerry Hannah, Doug Stewart, & Brent Taylor were arrested on 14 counts each 
including restricted weapons possession, sabotage of a B.C. Hydro substation 
(nuclear connections), firebombing of 3 video porn outlets, & various conspir¬ 
acy charges’. 

Of course, there has been much confusion in these weeks following the 
arrests. The straight media is displaying its typical ignorance of feeding the 
public news without corroboration. All the stories they have run in the press 
come from questionable sources; police 'intelligence* units, & Red Hot Video 
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STATEMENT TO THE PEOPLE 
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In light of the prejudiced press coverage that we have seen surrounding 
the arrests of 5 people several weeks ago, we feel it is necessary for the 
defense committee to issue a statement on the 5*s behalf, from their per¬ 
spective. We know from our contact with the 5 since their arrests, that what 
you have read in the daily papers is information gathered only from police 
lecdcs & misrepresentations. 

It has been extensively publicized trough the media that the 5 
have been arrested & charged by the cops with various conspiracy, possession, 

& sabotage charges. Characteristically, the press has set out to capitalize 
on their arrests through coverage that is fixated on sensationalism & viol¬ 
ence. In their eager & blood-thirsty way, the reporters have set out to ga¬ 
ther evidence from their police sources to convict them, through the mass 
media, of being 'terrorists*. 

All the press coverage, interviews & quotes are based upon police sour¬ 
ces. This is what irresponsible, biased reporting is, & what ultimately 
denies people the right to a fair trial. Is this intentional? Nightly news 
broadcasts have been carefully developing personal profiles of them conform¬ 
ing to preconceptions of 'terrorists*. Select moments in their personal his¬ 
tories have been torn from their past to help create this image of them as 
'terrorists*. News reports of a dynamite stash being found by a hunter is 
factually stated as belonging to the 5 arrested. They are referred to constan¬ 
tly as 'extremists'; articles also link them to unsolved Brinks robberies & 
gun shop thefts etc. etc. A front page picture of the weapons the police al¬ 
lege to belong to them was published yet the press failed to get police photos 
or accurate information on the extremely massive police assault launched ag¬ 
ainst the 5 on Jan. 20th, 15 kilometres north of Squamish. Whole news seg¬ 
ments which may have been orchestrated by the police are shown on the six 
o'clock national news convicting them of all the charges laid against them. 
This is outrageous! 

Their families & supporters are not used as sources of information & the 


political issues surrounding the charges are largely ignored. These 5 people 
will be tried by a jury whose judgements will have been affected by a media 
campaign that presents them, not as real people, but as distorted stereotypes. 

In fact, we are witnessing the launching of a massive propaganda campa¬ 
ign directed by the police agencies, working with all media, to destroy the 
right of people to be politically concerned without harrassment from the po¬ 
lice. Surveillance, searches, & interrogations are being used right now by 
police to intimidate & discredit any of us who have spoken out at any time 
against the tyranny of big business/governmental inhumanity. 

All of the 5, in jail now, are staying strong & determined to fight 
these charges, as everyone must remain committed in their politics despite 
this repression. That is where our strength & responsibilities lie. 



What is very clear though, is that this is an attack on the right to be 
politically active without harrassment. We are witnessing the railroading of 
5 political activists...making them pay for the beliefs & actions of all of 
us. Ann, Doug, & Brent have all been very active within different progressive 
movements here. They have the respect of many for longstanding, hard work 
with many issues/groups including Pacific life Community; the fight against 
the extradition of Leonard Peltier; Solitary Confinement Abolition Project; 
Women Against Prisons; Third World solidarity work; initiation of April 26th 
anti-nuclear protests; Hat Creek Action Committee; Indigenous People's strug¬ 
gles; & some political journalism. 

Julie & Gerry came out of the once vibrant Vancouver punk rock youth 
movement, disillusioned by the lack of committment there towards working for 
real radical change. Julie worked on autonomous publications & became involv¬ 
ed in El Salvador solidarity work. Gerry was a member of the Subhumans, a 
popular & consciously political band that played at many benefits for radical 
causes including Native struggles support; Rock Against Radiation; & Rock 
Against Prisons. 
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"Thankyou for your love, strength, & support.Everything you do out there,no 
matter how large or small it may seem to you at the time, means a great deal 
to us in here. Be strong as the wind*. Be high as the mountains*.** Gerry Hannah 



’*1984 has been here for a long time already. The thought-police are out to 
get us so that words like * militant*, * resistance* , ’attack , revolution , 
’feminist*, * ecology’, ’struggle’ etc. will no longer exist in the human 
vocabulary.” Ann Hansen 



**We are so lucky to have such great support, it really strengthens my whole 
outlook. Spiritually, Ann & I feel invincible & that will carry us through 
this phase in our lives." Julie Belmas 



"If they (press) want to talk about terrorism, tell them we’re not into ter¬ 
rorism, that’s what the pigstate is into. So, if they want to talk about 
that, they can go talk to the pigstate." Brent Taylor 



"It’s a very hostile environment in here, very male, very tense. I can under¬ 
stand better now why people put so much energy into the prison movement .There 
really is an element of nightmare to this...More than the forests & more than 
my freedom, I miss my friends." Doug Stewart 
















































ILLUSIONS EXPOSED 

•Early Nov ., home of community activist broken into, files searched. 

• In the days after the anti-pom f irebombings, certain women singled out & 
questioned, threatened by police. Shown lists of women's organizations & mem¬ 
bers names. 

• After arrests of 5, women picked up & threatened by cops again. 

• Close friends of the 5 have been singled out by police who attempted to 
force statements from those friends who seemed more vulnerable & less-informed 
about their rights. 


















•House of supporter broken into. 

•All close supporters followed at all times & photographed. 

•Homes , vehicles , workplaces , meeting places of close supporters under close 
surveillance or tapped. 

•CCEC Credit Union had a visit from the cops 2 weeks after the arrests. Sup¬ 
posedly just to check on 2 accounts belonging to 2 of the 5 arrested. CCEC 
had got legal advice in advance & was^ able to prevent an unauthorized search. 
But they can get access to any part of your (private^ so you thought) lives. 

•Listening methods include technology that enables them to hear everything 
discussed in a house/bldg./open space from the street. Sound is simply picked 
up from the air. Technology also separates out sounds they don’t want (eg. 
radio - don’t expect it to camouflage your tall^) & magnifies whispers to an 
audible volume. 
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In the aftermath of the Jan. 20th arrests, information reagarding expl¬ 
icit intervention by police into the Vancouver radical communities over the 
past several months is coming into the open. We are living under a repressive 
police controlled system that walks with two faces...one that paces just be¬ 
hind everyone’s subconscious, the other that is known & felt as a hard vis- 
cious reality. The reality of ’’police state operations” is there to be seen 
but only if you pay attention to its signs or if you live in a way that brin¬ 
gs you into their arena. Check out your own reactions to these arrests & the 
ensuing harrassment...if you responded with clear judgement & concern for 
standing our ground, then you probably have xinderstood all along that freedom 
in the 1980’s just means ”be good & uninvolved”. If you experienced a kind of 
resentment & criticism toward the ’’whatever” that brought down this reality 
of surveillance, it’s just because nothing before has quite brought it home 
that we are living, right now, in a society that tolerates no opposition that 
it can’t accomodate. And we all have to deal with it now, together. 

Understandably, intimidation tactics are intended for just that, to 
breed fear & keep us crippled. Do not let the shock of this change in aware¬ 
ness make you step backward at all. When the repression comes down, we must 
not hold each other to blame, but recognize that the target for our anger is 
the warmongers & their agent, the police apparatus. We must understand that 
it is good to have more in the open now because we can learn our opposition, 
learn how it thinks & operates. Know down deep, think on it & understand it 
in the deepest sense, & we can ACT on it. 

Each one of you has been on police files for years. Photographs of all 
people attending demos are kept in police files & cross-refenced ad infinitum. 
Entire branches of police agencies deal entirely with information gathering 
on political individuals/communities. They have investigated you & me, 
sisters & brothers. Spent millions on figuring out our thoughts, tracking our 
daily moves. We have all known this for a long time, but now we feel it & 
know it in a real way. 

And ain’t it a true obscenity! It should make us collectively outraged 
& bring us together to PROTEST. As long as we live & breathe, we must protest 











anything that tries to take away our right to live freely & responsibly^ with¬ 
out interference or control. Any step we take backwards^ just gives them more 
space to move into, & they will. This especially is a time to remember that 
the attitude that "things were going so good before this" is false. It does 
not recognize that the Big Brothers were just containing us. 


It could have been me, but instead it was you, friends. 



HOW WE CAN DEAL WITH THIS SITUATION... 


*If you think you may be harrassed, contact a lawyer immediately & have 
her/him ready to respond to a possible emergency call. 

*You do not have to answer ANY questions or talk to anyone. You Ccuinot 
be "taken in" for questioning. You are not obliged to go anywhere with 
a cop unless you are under arrest & they must inform you of the charge 
(the charge cannot be failure to answer questions, co-operate etc.). 
Insist on phoning your lawyer. 

* If you are being followed, take down the license plate numbers & veh¬ 
icle descriptions. For house or vehicle break-ins, take pictures. 

*Keep a detailed account of any police interference & notify your law¬ 
yer. Send us the info, as we are setting in motion a group civil suit 
against the police for harrassment & invasion of privacy. 

*If the press is badgering you, you are not obliged to talk. But if you 
can speak about your own views, without stepping on other's lives, then 
you are obviously always free, & even encouraged, to. Keep in mind that 
most journalists have close relations with the police. The old buddy 
system, right.* 

*N0 LOOSE TALK. Leam now, to not ask questions or indulge in specula¬ 
tions or generalizations that may not harm you, but will most probably 
harm others. Remember, that not everything need concern you (ie. if it 
is not your business, leave it to others). Be RESPONSIBLE in your talk/ 
thoughts/action. 

*Know your rights. Get the handbook "ARREST: Civil Rights & Police Pow¬ 
ers" from Legal Services, 7th floor. Sears Bldg. And check out the pos¬ 
ter on "Security", available at local bookstores. 
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TO CONTRIBUTE SUPPORT... 

* RALLY TO SUPPORT THE 5/DEFEND THE RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL 

Noon Mon. Feb. 21 

outside Courthouse, 222 Main St. 

-bring placards, banners... V 

* BAIL HEARING 
Mon. Feb. 21, 2:00-4:30pm 
Courthouse, 222 Main St. 

-be aware that everyone entering courtroom will be thorpughly searched 
-respect the need for family & close friends of the 5 to enter first 

*WRITE LETTERS to any of the 5 incarcerated: Julie Belmas, Ann Hansen, 
Gerry Hannah, Doug Stewart, Brent Taylor at: 

Oakalla Prison 
Drawer "O" 

Burnaby, B.C. V5H 3N4 

* F1NANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS to the defense work can be sent to: 

FREE THE VANCOUVER FIVE DEFENSE GROUP 

Account #91740-1 

c/o CCEC Credit Union 

205 E. 6th Ave. , Vancouver, B.C. 

*ANY OTHER IDEAS/INFO to share, contact us at: 

Free the Vancouver Five Defense Group 
P.O. Box 48296, Bentall Station, 

Vancouver, B.C. V7X lAl 

***We are in real need to see concrete support coming in any form...fund¬ 
raising, benefits, workshops, press statements from concerned organizations, 
demos... voices raised in opposition to police/governmental/corporate injust¬ 
ices. Support coming from any part of B.C., Canada, U.S.A., or overseas is 
all very much being asked for.Don’t thi-nk we don't need you, we all need to 
be together for each to be strong.' 











